
BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT, D . C .  

Appl icat ion No L2217 of t h e  Episcopal Piocese of Washington, 
D . C . ,  pursuant t o  Sect ion 8 2 0 7 . 2  of t h e  Zoning Regulations f o r  
a s p e c i a l  exception under Sub-sectio 3101.42 and f o r  a parking 
va r i ance  pursuant  t o  Sect ion 8207.11 t o  p e r m i t  t h e  establishment 
of an elementary school a t  1340 Massachusetts Avenue, S . E . ,  Lot 
11, Square S .  1036 i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  (ANC No. 6b) .  

HEARING DATE: September 21 ,  1976 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: March 8 ,  1977 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. The property i s  loca t ed  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  Applicant proposes t o  ope ra t e  t h e  Capi to l  H i l l  
Montessori School i n  ground f l o o r  a r e a  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l  of 
S t .  Monica's Episcopal Church a t  1340 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 

3. The school ' s  enrollment w i l l  be  no more than t h i r t y - f i v e  
elementary s tudents  and w i l l  have a s t a f f  of two teachers  and one 
a i d e .  

4 .  The s tudent  body w i l l  a r r i v e  over a 45 minute per iod  
and depar t  over a 30 minute per iod  during school hours which 
are  from 9 : O O  A.M. t o  3:OO P.M. Approximately 13 automobiles 
w i l l  be  used i n  t r anspor t ing  s tudents  t o  and from school .  

5 .  Nei ther  of t h e  two teachers  c u r r e n t l y  employed use 
an automobile f o r  t r a n s p o r t .  

6 .  The property was i s sued  a C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy 
f o r  t h e  opera t ion  of a nursery school i n  1960.  
concerning t h i s  opera t ion  w e r e  received from t h e  neighborhood. 

No complaints 

7 .  The major i ty  of t h e  s tuden t s  are from t h e  ad jacent  
neighborhood and approximately 1800 square f e e t  of proper ty  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  purposes.  

8 .  There are no parking spaces provided on t h e  proper ty .  
There i s  a dead end driveway with turn-around a r e a  a v a i l a b l e  
and s t r ee t  parking i n  t h e  immediate neighborhood. 
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9 .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  supported by t h e  Capi to l  H i l l  
Res tora t ion  Society and ANC No. 6 B .  The D . C .  Municipal 
Planning Of f i ce  recommended approval.  There w a s  no opposi t ion 
t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N  

Applicant seeks a s p e c i a l  exception t o  ope ra t e  an 
elementary school which r equ i r e s  a showing 
be objec t ionable  t o  ad jacent  proper ty  owners due t o  no i se ,  
t r a f f i c  o r  number of s tuden t s .  
app l i can t  has made t h e  requi red  showing and, f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  
g ran t ing  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  would be  i n  harmony wi th  t h e  zoning 
regula t ions  and w i l l  n o t  have an adverse impac t  upon neighboring 
p r o p e r t i e s .  Applicant i s  a l s o  requi red  t o  provide a minimum 
of two parking spaces .  While t h e  requi red  parking spaces are no t  
p re sen t ,  thus n e c e s s i t a t i n g  a va r i ance  from t h e  requirement, t h e  
Board i s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  e x i s t i n g  neighborhood parking i s  
adequate and t h a t  r equ i r ing  t h e  provis ion  of parking would c r e a t e  
a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  g r a n t  of a var iance .  It 
i s  t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a special  exception 
t o  ope ra t e  an elementary school i s  hereby GRANTED f o r  a per iod  
of  t h r e e  ( 3 )  years  upon condi t ion  t h a t  no more than t h i r t y - f i v e  
(35) s tuden t s  be en ro l l ed ;  FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
f o r  a parking var iance  i s  hereby GRANTED. 

t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  

The Board i s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  

VOTE: 3-0 (Ruby B .  McZier, Esq.,  W i l l i a m  F .  McIntosh, Leonard 
L .  McCants, E s q . ; L i l l a  B.  Cumings,  E s q .  no t  vo t ing  
not  having heard t h e  c a s e . )  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
ARTHUR B .  HATTON 

Secre ta ry  t o  t h e  Board 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT I S  
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FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


